HOBBES AS A MATHEMATICIAN.                     109
wound clean and cool, and to take care of diet, rubbing the salve on the knife or sword.5 If we remember the dreadful notions upon drugs which prevailed, both as to quantity and quality, we shall readily see that any way of not dressing the wound would have been useful. If the physicians had taken the hint, had been careful of diet etc., and had poured the little barrels of medicine down the throat of a practicable doll, they would have had their magical cures as well as the surgeons.6 Matters are much improved now; the quantity of medicine given, even by orthodox physicians, would have been called infinitesimal by their professional ancestors. Accordingly, the College of Physicians has a right to abandon its motto, which is Ars longa, vita brevis, meaning Practice is long, so life is short.
HOBBES AS A MATHEMATICIAN.
Examinatio et emendatio Mathematicse Hodiernse.   By Thomas Hobbes.    London, 1666, 4to.
In six dialogues: the sixth contains a quadrature of the circle.1 But there is another edition of this work, without place or date on the title-page, in which the quadrature is omitted. This seems to be connected with the publication
BThis is interesting in view of the modern aseptic practice of surgery and the antiseptic treatment of wounds inaugurated by the late Lord Lister.
0 Perhaps De Morgan had not heard the bon mot of Dr. Holmes: "I firmly believe that if the whole materia medica could be sunk to the bottom of the sea, it would be all the better for mankind and all the worse for the fishes."
*The full title is worth giving, because it shows the mathematical interests of Hobbes, and the nature of the six dialogues: Examinatio et emendatio^ mathematicae hodiernae qualis explicatur in libris Johannis Wallisii geometriae professoris Saviliani in Academia Oxo-niensi: distributa in sex dialogos (i. De mathematicae origine...; 2. De principiis traditis ab Euclide; 3. De demonstration operationum arithmeticarum...; 4. De rationibus; $.De angulacontactus, de sec-tionibus conif et arithmetica infinitorum; 6. Dimensio circuli tribus methodis demonstrata.. .item cycloidis verae descriptio et prpprie-tates aliquot.) Londini, 1660 (not 1666). For a full discussion of the controversy over the circle, see George Croom Robertson's biography of Hobbes in the eleventh edition of the Encyclopaedia Britan-nica.